
New Subscriber Benefit



Learning Objectives
• What is the Green Building Registry

• What is building performance data

• Why does it matter

• Auto-Populating Data into Listings

• How to use it as part of your business



New Subscriber Benefit – 
Building Performance Data from 

the Green Building Registry®



The largest single-source of building performance data in 
the US 

us.greenbuildingregistry.com

A wholly owned and self-funded initiative of 

Earth Advantage®, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit



GBR Program 
Data Matrix
https://www.earthadvantage.org/
home-data/gbr-faq.html

https://www.earthadvantage.org/home-data/data-types.html
https://www.earthadvantage.org/home-data/data-types.html


Original Source – Direct from the Program

     Trained & Certified third-party building science  professionals

     Quality Assurance, Verified by Program

      Address Verification, Normalization

     Real Estate Standardized Data (RESO)

     Homeowner Reported

     Permission-Based It’s Good Data!

GBR Data



GBR is focused on market transformation by ensuring 
home performance data is in all real estate listings.



Currently, most homeowners, buyers, and 
renters have insufficient information 

about how their home uses energy and 
what factors contribute to poor energy 

performance, high energy costs, and high 
carbon emissions.

We can change that now…
us.greenbuildingregistry.com



Defining the Data



Performance Data

Green Data



Green Building Registry® - A new national database of third-

party certified buildings & solar data:

• Residential

• Multi family

• Commercial

Some solar data (regional)

Home Inspection vs. Home Performance

• Home Inspection – Condition & Safety

• Home Performance – How all aspects of the home 

work together as one comprehensive system (energy 

efficiency lens)

What is this ‘Performance’ Data?



■ A home that is more energy efficient or higher performing provides 

improved comfort, safety, and lower utility bills for the occupants.

■ Streamlined Marketing: Utilizing certification data enhances 

property marketing, enabling real estate professionals to effectively 

communicate unique selling points.

■ Transparency Builds Trust: By including certification data, real estate 

professionals foster transparency, building trust with both sellers 

and buyers in every transaction.

What Does This Data Mean?







RESO Data Standards for the real estate industry



Standardized Data for the Real Estate Industry, and You



Green Verification URL – Link to Reports

Time of Sale Energy Score 

Report:

• Score – this home is less 

energy efficient

• Report provides insight 

to seller or potential 

buyer to inform about 

improvements

• Includes estimated costs 

and savings as a result of 

improvements



Green Verification Type – A property can have many



Green Verification URL – Link to Reports

HERS Rating Report:

• Estimated Annual Energy Costs (this is NOT utility bill 

data, but an asset-based estimate)

• Estimated Annual Energy Consumption by type

• Report generated by the Green Building Registry

• Score – this home is more energy efficient (a higher 

performing home) – ask about the features of the 

property to add to the listing



Appraisal Institute 
Residential Green 
& Energy Efficient 
Addendum

us.greenbuildingr
egistry.com



Why does it matter?



A well-functioning real estate market requires 
that the assets of a home be recognized by 

buyers and accurately valued by appraisal and 
lending professionals.



Important 
Information 
is Missing

Historically, information on a 

home such as:

• The energy use 

• Third party building 

certifications

• Power production (solar panels)

have not made it into the real 

estate transaction process.



Impact of 
Missing 
Information

• Thousands of dollars of value could be lost 
because trustworthy, objective data was not 
available for a listing agent, the appraiser and 
lending institution to react to at the time of 
sale

• Opportunity to provide insight into the true 
cost of ownership and help a buyer make a 
more informed purchasing decision

• Buyers unable to utilize Green mortgage 
products, often with more favorable terms



https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/research-reports/realtors-and-sustainability





A study published by the National Association of Home Builders 
in February 2021 noted that: 

“The majority of buyers prefer to go 
green when provided the option”.

Including this information in listings helps 
deliver a buyer that option.

HTTPS://NAHBNOW.COM/2021/02/NAHB-ANNOUNCES-TOP-SUSTAINABLE-AND-GREEN-BUILDING-

TRENDS-AND-FEATURES-IN-HOMES/



https://www.nar.realtor/sites/default/files/documents/2023-home-buyers-and-sellers-generational-trends-report-03-28-2023.pdf





Energy Disclosure 
Policies
Piedmont, CA also has a 
mandatory time of listing 
energy disclosure policy using 
Home Energy Score.

Ann Arbor, MI just passed HES 
mandatory disclosure policy.

https://www.naseo.org/issues/
buildings/home-energy-
labeling



Auto-Populating Data Into 
Listings



Add/Edit – 
Data Sections



Add/Edit – 
Data Lookup 
Button - Leaf



Add/Edit – 
Property Address is 
shown



Add/Edit – No 
Available Data



Add/Edit – Review 
Available Data and 
Insert Into Listing or 
Cancel



Add/Edit – Data 
Auto-Populated 
into Listing



Add/Edit – Data 
Auto-Populated into 
Listing



Add/Edit – 
Data Auto-
Populated into 
Listing



Marketing the Opportunity

WIIFM



Put more power in your RE business





Listing Side

• Search us.greenbuildingregistry.com to identify if the 

property has documented green verification(s) or Solar PV

• Learn about the different green verification programs and 

the value they provide to the occupant

• Evaluate the neighborhood for other properties with 

documentation – have these transacted recently?

• Use this data on listing appointments – ask the seller about 

the unique features of their certified home to enter that 

feature data into listings

• Use this information to properly price the property

• If it has owned Solar PV, use the https://pvvalue.com/ tool 

to help calculate the value (obtain education on this tool)

• Talk about the benefits in the public remarks; include it in the 

marketing of the home

• It’s important data to have in listings for comps, CMA’s, and 

for appraisal valuations

• When available, include the green verification report/URL on 

listings

https://pvvalue.com/


Include Data on Listings

Public Remarks – Explain what it means

“Don’t just put the third-party 
certification logo on your package, tell 

the story of why it’s there”

HTTPS://SHELTONGRP.COM/CERTIFICATIONS-MATTER-MORE-THAN-EVER-AND-BRANDS-SHOULD-BE-PROMOTING-THEM/





Buying Side

• Discuss buyer wishes, do they have any health concerns?

• Search us.greenbuildingregistry.com to identify if the 

property has documented green verification(s) or Solar PV

• Cross-check that against the available listing inventory

• Learn about the different green verification programs and 

the value they provide to the occupant

• Review the reports/certifications that are available – what is 

the estimated annual energy cost? Does it include any 

recommended improvements?

• Understand how Energy Cost Estimates help provide insight 

into total cost of ownership

• Become familiar with the federal tax credits available to a 

homeowner to make energy efficiency improvements

• Learn about green mortgage products that may be available 

for a more energy-efficient home, or to improve efficiency

• Identify any local incentive programs to help offset 

improvement costs



Inflation 
Reduction Act 
Tax Credits



Financing purchase or improvements

Fannie Mae’s HomeStyle® Energy Mortgage Example 

Without Energy Improvements With Energy Improvements

Loan Payment $1413 $1432

Less Estimated Energy Savings - -$20

Net Payment w/Energy Savings - $1412





Tools for your Toolbox

• Electrification Incentives Calculator (Rewiring America) - https://homes.rewiringamerica.org/calculator

• PV Value – Est value of an owned solar PV System - https://pvvalue.com/

• Federal Tax Credits – Energy Savings Hub (U.S. DOE) - https://www.energy.gov/save

• National Association of REALTORS® Sustainability - https://www.nar.realtor/sustainability

• Appraisal Institute AI Reports® - Residential Green and Energy Efficient Addendum -

https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/getmedia/dd5efef5-1cd5-44db-918d-f88345f6b960/ai-report-

residential_green_energy_efficient_addendum

• Freddie Mac GreenCHOICE Mortgages® - https://sf.freddiemac.com/working-with-us/origination-

underwriting/mortgage-products/greenchoice-mortgages

• Fannie Mae HomeStyle® Renovation - https://singlefamily.fanniemae.com/originating-

underwriting/mortgage-products/homestyle-renovation

https://homes.rewiringamerica.org/calculator
https://pvvalue.com/
https://www.energy.gov/save
https://www.nar.realtor/sustainability
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/getmedia/dd5efef5-1cd5-44db-918d-f88345f6b960/ai-report-residential_green_energy_efficient_addendum
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/getmedia/dd5efef5-1cd5-44db-918d-f88345f6b960/ai-report-residential_green_energy_efficient_addendum
https://sf.freddiemac.com/working-with-us/origination-underwriting/mortgage-products/greenchoice-mortgages
https://sf.freddiemac.com/working-with-us/origination-underwriting/mortgage-products/greenchoice-mortgages
https://singlefamily.fanniemae.com/originating-underwriting/mortgage-products/homestyle-renovation
https://singlefamily.fanniemae.com/originating-underwriting/mortgage-products/homestyle-renovation


•  Property Research – Search public website by 

address, town, county

• Filter Results by property type, certification type, 

date and score (HERS, HES)

• View Property on a map

• Search nearby to learn what other nearby 

properties have green verifications

• Print the page to have another record of the data

• Show details to view the data details

Explore – us.greenbuildingregistry.com



Learn More & Resources

• NAR “Intro to Sustainability and Resiliency: What REALTORS® Need to Know -
https://www.nar.realtor/sustainability/intro-to-sustainability-and-resiliency-what-realtors-need-to-

know (1 hour, on-demand, FREE)

• NAR Green Designation - https://www.nar.realtor/education/designations-and-certifications/green

• Selling the Sun: Listing, Marketing and Establishing Value for Solar PV Homes – Craig Foley

• Green Building Registry Data Types - https://www.earthadvantage.org/home-data/data-types.html

• About Green Building Registry - https://www.earthadvantage.org/home-data/green-building-

registry.html

• The Inflation Reduction Act: 10 Key Opportunities for the Real Estate Industry -

https://www.earthadvantage.org/news/the-inflation-reduction-act--top-10-opportunities-for-

t.html

https://www.nar.realtor/sustainability/intro-to-sustainability-and-resiliency-what-realtors-need-to-know
https://www.nar.realtor/sustainability/intro-to-sustainability-and-resiliency-what-realtors-need-to-know
https://www.nar.realtor/education/designations-and-certifications/green
https://www.earthadvantage.org/home-data/data-types.html
https://www.earthadvantage.org/home-data/green-building-registry.html
https://www.earthadvantage.org/home-data/green-building-registry.html
https://www.earthadvantage.org/news/the-inflation-reduction-act--top-10-opportunities-for-t.html
https://www.earthadvantage.org/news/the-inflation-reduction-act--top-10-opportunities-for-t.html


About Earth Advantage

Earth Advantage is a non-profit organization helping to advance a more informed and humane 
housing market that recognizes the elements of homes that create climate risk and values the 
characteristics of homes that provide climate solutions. Our teams partner with entities across 
the country to develop tangible, systemic solutions for climate-friendly housing. 

For more information visit www.earthadvantage.org

http://www.earthadvantage.org/


Meg Garabrant
Senior Manager, Real Estate Services, 
GBR Lead, Earth Advantage

EMAIL : 

meg@greenbuildingregistry.com

PHONE :

(503) 968 - 7160 x162

us.greenbuildingregistry.com

earthadvantage.org

Thank You.
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